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 Santa Claus And His Elves Bring Their North Pole Magic To Dewey Beach!  

Dewey Beach Community comes together for Inaugural Santa Fun Run benefiting Children & Families First. 

DEWEY BEACH, DE – Children & Families First, a non-profit organization dedicated to helping children 
and their families is pleased announce the success our inaugural holiday fundraiser, Santa Fun Run. The 
event took place Sunday, December 4, 2016, at the Starboard located in Dewey Beach, Delaware. Funds 
raised, will contribute to our mission of helping children facing adversity on their journey to adulthood 
reach their fullest potentials; and will also ensure the ability to continue working with 40,000 children 
and families we serve within the community. We offer an array of programs that benefit the community 
such as Positive Parenting, Healthy Babies, Early Childhood, Supporting Teens, Family Resources, 
Community Schools, and the Workplace.  

The Santa Fun Run was organized to help build additional relationships within Sussex County and to 
raise awareness to the good work Children & Families First does for the local community. The initial goal 
was to raise $10,000 to benefit Delaware’s traumatized youth. Final numbers are still being established, 
we can report with confidence, that we are close and/or have exceeded the fundraising goal of this 
event. Laura Rimmer, Development & Grants Coordinator for Kent and Sussex County for Children & 
Families First is “So grateful to have had nearly 300 community members join us for the event this past 
weekend. We hope we took great care of your children, and your whole family - - - after all that is what 
we do. We hope as you reflect on your blessings this season, you remember the memories you created 
with us and that inspires you to learn more about how Children & Families First strives daily to 
strengthen families, encourage children, and bless them with opportunities to reach their fullest 
potentials.” 

The fun run kicked off at 12:00 PM with Mrs. Lewes Delaware, Elissa Troise-Greco and Santa Claus 
leading the walkers along the 1 mile path through Dewey Beach. Attendees were able to walk it, jog it, 
run it, or JINGLE BELL ROCK the course. The route also featured six holiday giveaway stations including:  
 
Candy Cane Lane - where guests received a peppermint treat. 
Cookie Exchange – Guests had to give a smile and we gave them a cookie in exchange.  
Mistletoe & Kisses – Guests walked past our mistletoe and were given a chocolate kiss.  
Deck The Halls – A giveaway ornament provided by Faw Casson.  
Presents- Guests received a raffle ticket for a chance to win another prize. 
Hot Chocolate – As guests crossed the finish line they were greeted by Starboard Staff with hot cocoa.                                                                                  
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Once guests completed the course, they arrived back at the Starboard for the Winter Wonderland Party. 
The party included finger food trays donated by Big Fish Grill and Casapulla’s Subs. The Starboard 
donated a free beverage to those guests who were of age. The most festive fun were the kids activities 
including pictures with Santa Claus, candy cane pull, Christmas tattoos and hair chalking, search and find 
game, snowball races, Christmas card crafting , elf hat ring toss, Christmas ornament toss game and a 
photo booth “CFFelifie” station. Jessica Bain, Board Secretary and Downstate Special Events Chairperson 
said, "I was so excited to see our community come together to support the children and families of 
Delaware. I think both parents and kids had a great day, and I'm looking forward to growing this event 
with the Starboard in the future!"  

Children & Families First thanks the following sponsors for their support of the Santa Fun Run, The 
Starboard, Beebe Healthcare, Coffin Hardwood Flooring Inc., Coffin General Contractors Inc., Delaware 
Electric CO-OP, Faw Casson, Metz Capital Management, PNC Bank, Beacon Pediatrics, Condor 
Technologies, Dogfish Brewery, State Farm, Chuck Hall, 99.5  WJBR, Big Fish Grill, Boulevard Ford 
Lewes & Georgetown, Casapulla’s Subs, Clear Channel Outdoors , The Debbie Reed Team , 
Event Management Services, Mrs. Lewes Delaware 2017, Rehoboth Beach Running Company  
SpinJocs Entertainment, The Town of Dewey Beach and WBOC. All funds raised at Santa Fun Run 
will help to ensure that every child in Delaware is able to reach their full potential. Their support will 
help Delaware’s traumatized youth by equipping them and their families with practical life skills, 
meaningful support, education, and resources that provide healing and hope. 
 
About Children & Families First 
 
In existence since 1884, Children & Families First (CFF) helps children facing adversity on their journey to 
adulthood. CFF uses proven methods to help families raise their children so they can flourish. Children & 
Families First strengthens Delaware families by delivering an innovative and effective continuum of 
community-based social services statewide. Services are provided in our five sites located in all three 
Delaware counties, as well as in homes, schools and other community locations. CFF employs 275 staff, 
and serves approximately 40,000 people each year. CFF is positioned to meet changing community 
needs through replication of evidence-based practices and rigorous outcomes management. CFF is a 
member of the Alliance for Strong Families and Communities, the Children’s Home Society of America, 
and a partner agency of the United Way of Delaware. CFF is accredited by the Council on Accreditation 
(COA). COA is committed to maintaining the highest level of standards and quality improvement in order 
to identify providers that have set high performance standards for themselves and have made a 
commitment to their constituents to deliver the highest quality services. Children & Families First 
provides a comprehensive array of programs within these areas of service: Positive Parenting, Healthy 
Babies, Early Childhood, Supporting Teens, Community Schools, and the Workplace. Specific programs 
include the Nurse Family Partnership, Healthy Families America, Seaford House residential treatment 
center for adolescents, Functional Family Therapy, Intensive Outpatient therapy, Delaware Stars for 
Early Success (childcare), and Rise Up – Keep a Job.  

 
For more information about Children & Families First or Santa Fun Run, please call Ashley Gliniak at 
(302) 777-9756, or email at ashley.gliniak@cffde.org 
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